
A Note From the President 

Down the Years... 

The spring has been a busy one 

for GWAA.  We have hosted 

several area spring events in-

cluding GWAA Out to the Ball 

Game, DFW Spring Fling, and 

Houston Spring Fling.  We hope 

that many of you have had an 

opportunity to attend one of 

these events.  Look for events 

coming to an area near you as 

we continue to grow we will add 

events in areas all over the coun-

try.  In fact we have area reps in 

Lubbock, San Angelo, and even 

Asheville North Carolina!  

Finally,  I encourage you to take 

a few minutes to read the rest of 

this newsletter; it is packed with 

great information and many 

hours of effort (thanks to Mandie 

and the publications folks).  Fill 

out your membership applica-

tion and participate in your or-

ganization, your part is impor-

tant.  Say a good word for 

Baylor, the Golden Wave Band, 

and Sicõem Bears!  Thanks for 

reading.  

Ryan OõShields 

President, GWAA  

Wow, volume 2 of Down the 

Yearsé, it is hard to believe 

we are embarking on our sec-

ond year as the Golden Wave 

Alumni Association.    Thanks 

to each and every one of you 

who have made our first year 

such a success! 

Let me begin by thanking all of 

the folks who have served on 

the leadership team this past 

year, particularly the officers 

and committee chairs.  Without 

their selfless efforts we would 

not have had such a successful 

òfirstó year.  Thanks to your 

leadership team, we continue 

to make great strides in the 

development and sustaining of 

an organization that we all can 

be proud of.  

As we move into our second 

year as GWAA, we will con-

tinue to enhance our vision as 

an organization.  Like I dis-

cussed in our last issue, we 

want to be the organization 

that the Golden Wave Band 

turns to when they need assis-

tance.  Whether it be through 

financial means or actual 

alumni representation at 

events (i.e. playing at a Baylor 

Network event like DFW Dia-

deloso), we want to support 

the band and its students.  

Achieving this vision requires 

that we set and achieve goals.  

As officers, we set five goals at 

last yearõs annual meeting.  

Those were:  1) grow annual/

life membership by 50%, 2) 

establish a charitable fund, 3) 

grow our financial base by 

25% (through donations, fund-

raising, etc.) to provide schol-

arships, etc.,  4) create addi-

tional activities (social events, 

benefits), and 5) utilize 

òoverachieversó (committees 

and representatives).   

Through your support we have 

achieved or are well on our 

way to achieving all of these 

goals.  Your participation in 

this annual membership drive 

is crucial to completing our 

membership and financial 

goals.  As we begin to develop 

goals for next year I would 

love to hear what you think we 

should improve upon.  Send 

your thoughts to presi-

dent@goldenwavealumni.org . 

Special points of interest: 

New Coupon Rewards Program 

Fall Events Pre-registration 

Budget update 

Annual Membership Drive 

Proxy and Nomination Forms 

News from you 

Golden Wave Alumni Association, Inc. 

June 2009 

Volume 2, Issue 1 

NEW Coupon Rewards Program 

  
How would you like free 

events for up to a year? Itõs 

easy!  Recruit your friends to 

join GWAA and have them fill 

in that you recruited them in 

the òrecruited byó blank on 

the membership application. 

When you have FIVE friends 

join at the life member level or 

TEN friends join at the annual 

member level you will receive 

a coupon for a free registration 

for an event of your choosing. 

You can earn unlimited re-

wards so make sure your 

friends reference you on their 

applications.  

All applica-

tions must 

be received 

by July 31st, 

2009 to be eligible for this 

promotion.  Donõt delay, start 

recruiting your friends today!  

president@goldenwavealumni.org  
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Alumni Profile: Randy Hall  
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Physics and Calculus in the morning.  In 

the afternoon, he teaches AP courses at 

Midway High School.  He and his wife have 

a daughter, Jessica, who was also a mem-

ber of BUGWB, serving as captain of the 

color guard and playing Bari Sax in jazz 

band.  She is now attending law school.  

Though he considers himself òpartially 

retired,ó Randy still plays his Saxophone at 

least once a month with a group called The 

Flashbacks, a big band in the Hill Country.  

Randy had a wonderful time during his 

years at Baylor, and the memories made 

are ones he has cherished.  Over 40 years 

after he started his journey, heõs back on 

campus and making new memories.  Once 

a Bear, always a Bear! 

This issueõs Alumni Profile takes a look at a 

man whose Baylor journey has come full 

circle.  Randy Hall began his career as a 

Baylor Bear in 1966.  He played tenor sax 

and was a member of both BUGWB and the 

jazz band, which was just getting started 

around that time. He pledged Kappa Kappa 

Psi in the spring of õ67, and served as chap-

ter president in the spring of õ71.  Randy 

received a BS in Physics and Math in 1971, 

and continued with an MS in Math the fol-

lowing year.  

Randy had many memorable moments 

during his Baylor years.  For the first foot-

ball game of his freshman year, the football 

team took on a nationally -ranked Syracuse 

team in a nationally -televised game (and in 

color, to boot!).  Bob Hope was even there 

to do a promotion for a new TV show.  The 

Bears trounced Syracuse in a major upset!  

It was certainly a great way to begin a 

BUGWB career.  Unfortunately the football 

team didnõt do so well during the rest of 

Randyõs time at Baylor, winning only 7 

games in the remaining 5 years of his time 

on campus.  But as Randy puts it, they had 

great times in the band anyway.  

In addition to BUGWB, Randy also played 

in the jazz band.  During this time they had 

the opportunity to play with many big 

name artists, including Phil Driscoll and 

Joe Morello.  The Jazz band was primarily a 

K-Psi venture in these years, but the pro-

gram was successful enough that Baylor 

added a Jazz Ensemble course in 1968. 

Randy met his wife, Cathey Underwood in 

1969, when he marched beside her in 

BUGWB.  They were married in August of 

1970.  After finishing Baylor, Randy taught 

Physics and Math at Robinson High 

Schoolñwhere he was also assistant band 

director ñfor two years.  The couple 

moved to Austin in 1973 and Randy began 

to pursue a PhD in  Mathematics at UT.  

However, the up -and-coming field of com-

puters intervened, and he decided to be-

gin a career in System Analysis/Design in 

1975.  Three years later, he and two others 

formed a company called DIGITEX, which 

became a leader in software solutions for 

the Direct Store Delivery industry, which 

includes soft drink bottlers and other food 

and beverage distributors.  The company 

was very successful and eventually sold to 

a branch of 3M in 2001.  

In 2008, Randy came full circle when he 

moved his family back to Waco, and joined 

the faculty at Baylor, where he teaches Randy with his wife Cathey and  

daughter Jessica 

If you've paid attention to the news in the 

last few months, you've probably heard of 

one of the hottest new trends on the web: 

Twitter.  Twitter is an exciting new way to 

share news, ideas, and just about anything 

you can think of in 140 characters or less.  

To use Twitter, you find people that you're 

interested in and "follow" them.  When you 

follow someone, their updates, called 

"tweets" appear on your Twitter homepage.  

It's a great way to share little snippets of 

information with family, friends, or the rest 

of the world.  

GWAA is proud to announce our very own 

Twitter account.  By following us on Twitter, 

GWAA on Twitter 

you can easily stayed informed of 

Alumni Association news, events, and 

other goings -on.  We'll keep you up -to-

date on registration deadlines, event 

times and locations, and other useful 

tidbits of information.  

If you're already signed up with Twitter, 

just follow "goldenwaveaa." If you donõt 

have a Twitter account, you can create 

one for free at twitter.com. Then simply 

browse to twitter.com/goldenwaveaa  

and click the òfollowó button. Now when 

you log in at twitter.com, you will see our 

updates in your Twitter feed! Itõs that 

easy. 

Besides the Golden Wave Alumni Associa-

tion, many other BUGWB alumni already use 

Twitter ñbe sure to search and see who you 

can find!  

http://www.baylor.edu/content/services/email_link.aspx?l=elVLZFxWe1NZWnsSVhJRYhEC


501c(3) Charitable Organization Formation  

As most Alumni members know by now, 

the Golden Wave Alumni Association is in 

the process of forming a non -profit, 501 c

(3) corporation ð the Golden Wave Chari-

table Foundation ð to handle donations 

made for the marching band.  The Alumni 

Association is happy to announce the 

newly -elected Board of Directors for this 

corporation and the officer positions they 

will be holding:  

Kevin Dazey (clarinet, class of ô02) will 

serve a one-year term as president  

Karen Talley (piccolo, class of ô75) will 

serve a one-year term as vice -president 

and treasurer  

Kenna Archer (clarinet, class of ô04) will 

serve a one-year term as secretary.  

Congratulations to the new Directors and 

best wishes as the Charitable Foundation 

gets off its feet.  

For more information about the 501c(3) 

organization, please email  

legal@goldenwavealumni.org  

GWAA Out to the Ball Game a Success 
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On April 25 th, twenty -odd members of the 

Golden Wave Alumni Association met in 

Waco to cheer on their Bears in a game 

versus the Oklahoma Sooners.  Although 

the game proved to be a heart -wrenching 

loss, fun times were nonetheless had by 

all!  In true BUGWB-style, band alumni 

stayed through to the bitter end of the 

game, sweating out the heat while enjoy-

ing friends and Baylor spirit.  After the 

game, GWAA alumni headed over to the 

private patio room in Buffalo Wild Wings to 

continue the reminiscing over good food 

but under air -conditioning!  

The Alumni Baseball Game was one of the 

first GWAA events to be an exclusively 

social affair:  no playing in the stands, no 

voting on organizational information, no 

marching on the field, etc.  Judging by the 

positive reaction to this event, look for 

future social events to be scheduled this 

coming year.  Sic ôem, bears! 

New Officer Profile: Rachel Benke Harrell 

Rachel Benke Harrell attended Baylor from 

1998-2002, where she received a Bachelor 

of Arts in Geography.   She then attended 

Texas State University (was Southwest 

Texas State) and received her Masters of 

Applied Geography.   While at Baylor, she 

was a member of BUGWB for all four 

years where she was a squad leader in 

the flute section. She is an alumnus of Tau 

Beta Sigma, and held several offices dur-

ing her tenure in the organization. She 

loved helping the band out in every way 

possible.   On July 26, 2008, Rachel mar-

ried Ryan Harrell and they now reside in 

Houston, Texas. Rachel assumed the office 

of Vice President of Membership in March 

2009 by a vote of the board of direc-

tors.  We are very excited to have added 

Rachel Harrell as the newest member of 

our team!! You can contact  Rachel at 

vpm@goldenwavealumni.org  

 

 

Treasurer Report 
 

Spring 2009 

 

Revenue $48.00 

Expenses $192.48 

Over(Under)  ($144.48) 

 

Current Balance* 

$ 3533.10 

 
* Invoices pending 

 
For questions about budget or 

figures, email Casey Sherman,      

Treasurer, at  

treasurer@goldenwavealumni.org  

Publications Committee:  

Mandie McKenzie (Chair)  

Cameron Talley (Vice -Chair)  

Kenna Archer  

Ashley Pointer  

Sarah Sawyer 

Sydney Eckersley  

mailto:vpm@goldenwavealumni.org
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Kappa Kappa Psi & Tau Beta Sigma Representatives 
The GWAA Board of Directors recently 

appointed two  Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau 

Beta Sigma Alums to act as liaisons be-

tween the current active chapter s and our 

organization.  These representatives will 

help to create a stronger bond between 

the Active members of both organizations 

and alumni.  Hereõs just a little about them 

so that you can get to know them!  

Tara Voiles joins us as 

the Tau Beta Sigma rep-

resentative for GWAA. 

Tara was a member of 

the flute section where 

she served as a squad 

and section leader, and 

was also a member of 

the Courtside Players. She joined TBS in 

the Fall of 2003 (Charlie's Angels pledge 

class--pledge. name: On!) and served in 

various offices while an Active in Iota. 

She also had the privilege of being the 

2005-2006 Beta Alpha Sweetheart for 

Kappa Kappa Psi. Tara graduated from 

Baylor in December 2006 with a BA in 

English and currently works for Sky 

Ranch camps as part of the Development 

team. She lives in Frisco, Texas.  

Brad Roop joins us as the Kappa 

Kappa Psi representative for 

GWAA.  Brad pledged in 2005 

with "The Family." Since 

achieving the rank of member-

ship he served actively in 

Kappa Kappa Psi by holding several differ-

ent offices. These offices included Alumni 

Secretary, Treasurer, and President. He 

also actively served in BUGWB by becom-

ing both a squad leader and a section 

leader for the trombone section. Brad 

graduated from Baylor in August of 2008 

with a B.S in psychology, but will be 

headed back there this coming fall for M.A 

degree in Museum Studies. He is looking 

forward to serving as a representative for 

the Golden Wave Alumni Association to 

Kappa Kappa Psi! 

Welcome to the GWAA team, Brad and 

Tara!  We are excited to have you as part of 

our leadership team!  

K-Psi Corner 

This year has been a good one for the 

brotherhood. The Beta Alpha chapter has 

continued to be active in service to the 

bands, and have done our best to help 

welcome Mr. Rick Espinosa to Baylor. 

Many of us were able to travel with the 

Courtside bands all over the country, end-

ing up in a fast paced 36 -hour New York 

trip for the NIT Finals. We did our best to 

show Baylor spirit and cheer on the Menõs 

team in a hostile Madison Square Garden.  

Convention this year was in Louisiana, and 

the brothers and sisters who went had a 

blast, even after a long and rainy trip 

down. There were no bids to host conven-

tion for next year, so the younger brothers 

have been talking about the option of put-

ting in a late bid again to host convention 

next year.  

This semester we have also initiated 12 

new members, of the Membership Candi-

date Class òAs Seen on TV.ó They have all 

chosen names from their favorite infomer-

cials. The membership is going strong 

with 28 actives, only six of whom are hop-

ing to graduate this May. Hopefully this 

will continue a trend of in-

creasing the membership 

size as years go on. As al-

ways, log on to 

www.kkyba.org for all the 

latest on the brotherhood!  

Tau Beta Sigma News 

This year has been one of 

growth and education. We 

have had an incoming 

class of five wonderful 

ladies with a great deal of 

potential. During this 

growth process the sisterhood has been 

going about beginning changes to the 

way that we run the sisterhood.  Such 

goals include: contacting Alumni not only 

complete our genealogy but also to re -

cultivate relationships. We are currently 

working to establish a Alumni email list so 

that we may easily and quickly let our 

alumni know of upcoming events and 

extend more frequent invitations than just 

one newsletter a semester.  We are also 

currently looking into putting in a bid for 

hosting District Convention in 2010.  

Looking into new service projects not just 

with the Marching band but also among 

the local high school bands.  

As a soon to be Alumni, I can tell you I am 

truly excited for the talent and ambition 

that I see in our sisterhood. They are tak-

ing on a new perspective that has not 

been seen in Iota in a long time. I encour-

age any alumni to contact our Alumni Sec-

retary Jeanne Knepper at 

Jeanne_Knepper@baylor.edu . She would 

love to talk to you and let you know about 

any upcoming events in TBS or extend a 

personal invitation to just come and spend 

time with the sisterhood.  

This upcoming year is going to be yet 

another transition for the Marching Band 

season and TBS is dedicated to making 

the transition a positive and as smooth as 

possible. We would love your input, sug-

gestions.  We look forward to getting to 

know you!  

Kristin Poe 

President 2008-2009 



Fall Events Information 

This year we are preparing for  Alumni fun 

with the Golden Wave Alumni Association 

hosting both Alumni Day and Homecoming 

events this Fall! This is the perfect opportu-

nity for those of you who have not been 

back to BU for a while to pick a weekend 

(or two!) to come back and visit with 

friends, both old and new!  

Our first event of the season will take place 

on September 26th at Twin Bridges park 

(on the was shore of Lake Waco).  Alumni 

Day will include a social event for all mem-

bers, guest, and BUGWBõers, our annual 

meeting (officer elections and annual busi-

ness will take place), and the option to 

attend the BU vs. Northwestern State foot-

ball game.  Discount tickets are available 

through the pre -registration form (new this 

year).  The social event will take place 

from 11:00 AM-3:00 PM on game day 

(times subject to change based on game 

time), and your meal is included. We will 

have plenty of activities for everyone, so 

come and enjoy visiting with old friends, 
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the inflatables, smoothies, sand volley-

ball, horseshoes, face painting, BU 

trivia, and much more!.  All this for 

around $20 a person when you pre reg-

ister by July 31 st! (Member price is 

good for GWAA member 

and immediate family 

and/or guest up to 4 peo-

ple total.)  

On October 24 th Baylor 

takes on Oklahoma State, 

and we will host our tradi-

tional Homecoming 

event. This event will 

provide you with an op-

portunity to march with 

the band and/or play in 

the stands!  We will have limited spots 

for the alumni to march in the òBayloró 

script show.  All marching spots are 

doled out on a first -come, first -served 

basis based on time of registration. All 

pre -registrations will be guaranteed a 

spot.  A lunch option will also be pro-

vided.  

The uniform for both events will be our 

gold alumni band polo.  These are the 

same polos that we used last year.  If 

you need to purchase one, you may do 

so on the enclosed fall events pre -

registration form. (Apparel may be 

purchased outside of the event by using 

the apparel form located on our website at 

www.goldenwavealumni,org)  

In addition to the fall events, we would like 

to invite you to tailgate with some fellow 

BUGWB alums.  On Sep-

tember 19 th and November 

14th we will have a group 

of alums tailgating on the 

student side close to the 

practice fields.  Just look 

for the Texas and BU flags 

and the Golden Wave 

Alumni Association Logo.  

We will provide all of the 

food, but a $5 per person/

$12 per family donation is 

suggested to help defray 

the cost.  Also, for you Dallas/Ft. Worth 

area folks, we are planning on bringing the 

fun to you with a tailgate in Dallas when BU 

takes on Texas Tech on November 28 th at 

the Cowboys Stadium! If you are planning 

on coming to one, shoot an email to 

events@goldenwavealumni.org  so we can 

have enough food for you.  

We hope that you will start to make plans 

now to come back to both of the events this 

fall and also to our tailgates!  

Amanda Ziegler  

Vice President of Activities  

vpa@goldenwavealumni.org  

Spring Area Events 

May 9th played host to the first annual DFW 

Area Spring Fling.  Alumni from all over 

the Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex gathered 

at Dove Park in Grapevine to enjoy a per-

fect spring afternoon.  Alumni traded sto-

ries of what Waco had (or more appropri-

ately didnõt have) when they were in 

school and what it had become now over 

great burger and brats.  Also, there were 

some pretty heated games of sand volley-

ball where all the older alums used mus-

cles they hadnõt used in years! 

Houston area alums also gathered on June 

6th for a cookout at Bane park.  Much like 

the Dallas/Fort Worth event, alumni 

enjoyed stories from different genera-

tions under the bright Houston sun.  

The day was filled with good stories, 

horseshoes, and sand volleyball.   

There was even splash park for the 

kids to keep cool.  Each area event 

this spring was a great opportunity for 

former BUGWBerõs, family, and 

friends to reunite and enjoy an after-

noon away from the daily grind.  Be 

sure to stay close to the website and 

look for the next area event in your 

area coming this winter.  

mailto:events@goldenwavealumni.org


Page 6 Down the Years... 

 

Golden Wave Alumni 

Association, Inc.  
www.goldenwavealumni.org 

P.O. Box 97430  

Waco, TX 76798  

E-mail: info@goldenwavealumni.org  
Website: www.goldenwavealumni.org  

Membership Application Instructions  

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Please help us keep updated information on your whereabouts by filling out the Personal information at the top in its entirety.  

Please make sure you let us know your Preferred Contact Method so we can update you on all activities. 

MEMBERHIP INFORMATION 
Membership dues cover you for one full fiscal year.  Our fiscal year is from August 1 to July 31.  So, if you join, you will have 

membership privileges for the whole year of activities.  But, for example, if you do not join until December you will only get those 

privileges from the day you join until July 31st of the fiscal year.   

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO GOLDEN WAVE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Annual Membership ς This is for new or returning annual members.  This option allows you to choose when you would like to be a 

member on a year-by-year basis.   

Annual Membership Recent Grad ς This means that you graduated between August 2008 and December 2009 AND this is your FIRST 

time to join. 

Life Membership - This means that you are joining as a Life member.  This will be the only time you pay dues in one full payment.  

Life Member dues for this year are $250.  A full payment of this amount will be due at the time of Membership. 

Life Membership Payment Plan ς This means that you are joining as a Life member.  If you choose this option this year, you can pay 

out your Life Membership in up to five installments of $50 each August until your Life Membership is paid in full.  If you are ALREADY 

a Life member with a payment plan, please send in your payment of $50 and check Life Membership Plan and we will note this on 

your total (you only have three installments left to pay.)  If you would like to pay more money than the suggested $50 and pay your 

membership off early, you may also do so. 

DONATION INFORMATION 

Donations to the Golden Wave Alumni Association go directly to support the students of the Golden Wave Band and Athletic Bands 

through activities and scholarships.  Your support is greatly appreciated and is critical to the development and significance of GWAA. 

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT 

Overachieving members please join us in moving this organization forward as a leader within the organization.  Join the board in the 

fall as Vice President of Membership, Treasurer or Webmaster, or become a class representative, area representative, committee 

member, or private/corporate sponsor. 

Step into history and join us as we build this organization to help with the Golden Wave Band and the Athletic Bands.  We would love 

help from all generations as there is always wisdom to be shared.  

*** TO HELP US ACCURATELY BUDGET FOR THE UPCOMING YEAR; PLEASE RETURN ALL COMPLETED FORMS BY JULY 31, 2009.  We 

will be accepting applications and donations year round.***  
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