
A Note From the President 

Down the Yearsé 

one charitable.  Currently, the 

social side is setup as a 501 (c) 

7 non-profit corporation.  We 

are also now in the process of 

filing with the IRS to set up the 

charitable side which upon 

completion will be known as 

the Golden Wave Charitable 

Fund, a 501 (c) 3 non-profit 

organization.  The charitable 

side has its own Directors/

Officers that are working on 

this endeavor.  These organi-

zations will allow us to provide 

current students as well as 

alumni with great experiences 

in the years to come.  How will 

you contribute to these experi-

ences? 

 

Finally, I will wrap up with a 

few familiar thoughts. Spend a 

few minutes reading the rest of 

the newsletter so you will 

know whatõs going on with 

your GWAA.  Say a good word 

for Baylor, the Golden Wave 

Band, and do your part to par-

ticipate through membership, 

events, and contributions. 

Thanks for reading.  

 

Sicôem! 

 
Ryan OõShields 

Hello fellow alums and wel-

come to this late winter edition 

of Down the Years. 

 

I want to begin by thanking 

those of you who attended 

ATOC 2010.  I hope that you all 

had an enjoyable time and will 

invite another alums back for 

next year or for our next event.  

If you havenõt already done so 

stop by the website and take 

our event survey 

(www.goldenwavealumni.org/

surveys ).  We are always look-

ing to improve and want to 

hear from you.  

I 

 would like to devote most of 

my notes this quarter to the 

continued focus on the devel-

opment and future of our or-

ganization.  In late February, I 

(along with some other mem-

bers of the leadership team) 

met with Dr. Odajima (BUGWB 

Director) and Dr. Wilson 

(Director of Bands) to discuss 

the direction the athletic band 

program is headed and how 

the GWAA will be able to fit in 

and best serve the program.   

As you know, GWAA exist to 

support of the athletic band 

program.  One of the most 

significant  topics discussed, in 

my opinion, was the concept of 

òrenewing valueó in the pro-

gram.  What do we mean?  In a 

very broad sense, the idea that 

being a part of the Golden 

Wave Band is being a part of 

something greater than self.  

Something that provides you 

wit lifelong opportunities and 

friends to network and reunite 

with.  I along with the other 

officers are working extremely 

hard to òrenew valueó in the 

Golden Wave Alumni Associa-

tion.  Take a look around the 

country at some of the most 

successful collegiate band 

programs and then look at the 

alumni band programs that 

support them.  Those alumni 

programs have great camara-

derie among alumni and pro-

vide great support to their 

former band programs.  It 

takes each of us to make 

GWAA and BUGWB great.  

What can you do to help renew 

this kind of value?  

 

Secondly, as the BAA vs. BU 

òfightó has somewhat sim-

mered I want update you on 

where we stand organization-

ally.  We are a separate or-

ganization apart from Baylor 

University which means we 

rely solely  on membership/

event revenues and donations 

to function.  Our goal is the 

development of two separate 

organizations, one social and 
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GWAA Apparel 
Want to buy GWAA polo 

shirts or T-shirts from past 

events?  Visit our apparel 

page on our website to order 

apparel and have it sent to 

your home!  Apparel includes 

polo shirts, t-shirts, and shirts 

from old events!  Get yours 

now while supplies last and 

show your support for 

GWAA everyday! 

http://www.goldenwavealumni.org/surveys
http://www.goldenwavealumni.org/surveys
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Follow our Blog!!  

Subscribe via email or RSS at  

http://goldenwavealumni.org/blog/   

Tara Voiles is origi-

nally from Whites-

boro, Texas, and 

graduated with a B.A. 

in English in 2006.  

She was a member of 

BUGWB and the 

Courtside Players 

from 2002-2006, and 

acted as the Flute 

section squad leader 

in 2003, and then the section leader from 

2004-2005.  Tara was also an active mem-

ber of the Band Council, holding the offices 

of class representative and BUGWBer Edi-

tor.  Tara pledged Tau Beta Sigma in 

the Fall of 2003 in the Charlieõs Angels 

class.  She held many offices during 

her tenure in Tau Beta Sigma including 

Webmast, Vice President of Member-

ship, Chaplain, and Historian, and was 

the Kappa Kappa Psi Sweetheart from 

2005-2006.  Tara currently works in 

the Student Ministry at Prestonwood 

Baptist Church in Plano, Texas, where  

she works with students in grades 7 -12 

and loves it!  Tara enjoys life in North 

Dallas (she currently 

lives in Frisco) and 

is excited to be the 

Tau Beta Sigma Rep-

resentative for the 

Golden Wave 

Alumni Association!  

 

You can contact Tara 

at 

tara.voiles@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GWAA Out to the Ball Game: Spring Event is Right Around the Corner! 

The Golden Wave Alumni Association in-

vites all alumni to return to Waco on April 

24th, 2010, for our Spring event!  We will 

gather in the morning at Edge Field (across 

the street from the Baylor Science Building) 

to join with current Golden Wave Band 

members to watch the Drum Major Audi-

tions for BUGWB. If you can't make it down 

that early, not to worry --just meet us at the 

ballpark before the game.  

 

Following the softball game, we will head 

over to the Baylor Ballpark to watch the 

Baseball team take on Nebraska at 

3pm.  Discounted tickets are available for 

$10 on our web-

site, goldenwavealumni.org .  These are 

reserved seats, not bleacher seats!  The 

game is sure to be great, so purchase 

your tickets today.  The game is going to 

be held on Baylor's "Waco Community 

Day."  Baylor will be providing free tail-

gate food and family -fun events outside of 

the ballpark.  This will be a great event 

for the whole family that you won't want to 

miss! Watch your email inbox and our 

website for more information ñA detailed 

itinerary will be coming soon.  This is sure 

to be a great event for the whole family, 

so come on out and support the Baylor 

Bears!  

For more information, email 

events@goldenwavealumni.org  

http://goldenwavealumni.org/blog/
http://goldenwavealumni.org/


Hey K-Psi and TBS alumni! 

 

We hope your spring is off to a 

great start! Beta Alpha and Iota 

completed another Membership Education 

Period (*ahem...pledging) at the begin-

ning of March, and both groups are excited 

about the future of these classes. Below 

you will see the class names and MC 

names for each individual:  

Tau Beta Sigma Spring 2010--"Serendipity"  

Will McKee - Woody  

Matt Eldridge - Shark 

Daniel Quan - Wheezy 

Eric Roos- Mr. Potato Head  

Cory Schmunsler - Sarge 

Andrew Wallick - Bo Peep 

Find them on Facebook and introduce 

yourselves! And speaking of Facebook, all 

you Tau Betas should check out and join 

the Tau Beta Sigma-Iota Chapter Alumnae 

(Continued on page 4) 

Taylor McKay --Cookie Monster  

Brenna Middleton --Troooo Wuv (True love, 

think Princess Bride)  

Lynn Schafer--Get Happy  

Chelsea Allen --Jubilee 

Allyson Baker --Pop 

Heather McGowan --Popsicle  

Emily Hudson --Dynamite  

Kappa Kappa Psi Spring 2010--"You've Got a 

Friend in Me"  

DFW Area Christmas Party 
Around 25 alumni from all over Dallas/Ft. 

Worth gathered on December 18 th at the 

OõShields home to enjoy good food, great 

company, and a private tour of the home of 

Rena and Eddie Tarbet.  If you know any-

thing about cosmetics that name might be 

really familiar.  Rena just recently retired 

from her position as Senior National Sales 

Director of Mary Kay Cosmetics.  The Tar-

betõs home is certainly an amazing site 

with Victorian collections from all over the 

world, beautiful holiday décor, and even a 

whole bedroom dedicated to a Christmas 

snow village! Before and after the tour 

alumni enjoyed relaxing with good com-

pany during the busy Christmas season.  

Donõt forget to pencil in the next DFW area 

Christmas party on your calendar next 

December.  

We need your help and ideas!  Each year 

we are hoping to host 2 area events in ma-

jor metropolitan areas (area where we 

have representatives willing to serve).  If 

you have an idea for an event be sure to let 

us know at 

events@goldenwavealumni.org . 

BUGWB News 

KKY/TBS News  

Page 3 Down the Yearsé 

Itõs been a whirlwind of a first year thus far 

but Iõm pleased to write everything has 

gone very well in a year of transition under 

new leadership.  Itõs hard to believe I have 

returned in a fourth tour of duty  with the 

Golden Wave. I served twice as a grad 

assistant (ô95 ð ô96, ô98 seasons) and two 

years as the Assistant Director (ô01-õ03) 

and now I have the privilege of being the 

Director. Itõs amazing where God leads us 

in our lives and I truly feel blessed to be at 

Baylor once again!  

The 2009 edition of the Golden Wave Band 

included an eclectic season of shows. The 

band performed music featuring the gen-

res of modern rock, popular dances, movie 

music, traditional Baylor music, and Mo-

town. We also showcased the band by 

traveling to College Station for the game 

against Texas A&M and to Arlington in the 

new Dallas Cowboys Stadium for the game 

against Texas Tech. The students did a 

great job representing Baylor and the 

GWB! 

As we plan for the upcoming season it is 

reassuring to know the Golden Wave 

Alumni Association is growing and moving 

in a positive direction. Effective leadership 

for an organization such as this is critical 

for continued success. I know the past and 

current Board of Directors / Officers have 

put in countless hours into making the 

GWAA a sustainable and rewarding ex-

perience for the alumni. I thank all who 

have been involved and especially recog-

nize the efforts of the current GWAA Presi-

dent, Ryan OõShields. He has worked ex-

tremely hard to ensure a great relationship 

and collaboration is established between 

the new leadership of the GWB and the 

GWAA. I am always revitalized by his com-

mitment to the Alumni. We should all be 

thankful for his work!  

It is my hope the alumni will continue to 

stay in touch and strengthen or revitalize 

past friendships, as well as forge new ones 

at alumni events and desire to become   

(Continued on page 5) 

mailto:events@goldenwavealumni.org


(tara.voiles@yahoo.com ) and we'll get you 

in touch with the Actives.  

Hope everyone is doing well, and we'll see 

you soon! 

AEA and ITB, 

Brad Roop and Tara Voiles  

GWAA Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta 

Sigma Representatives  

(Continued from page 3) 

group, and upload pics from when you  

were an Active. There's some great stuff in 

the photo album so far!  

One more thing, Beta Alpha and Iota will 

be hosting the District Convention for KKY/

TBS this April. If you are interested in help-

ing in any way, please email Brad 

(brad_roop@baylor.edu ) or Tara 

 

KKY/TBS News Contd. 
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Treasurer Update 

 Patrick  Rountree, Treasure for GWAA, is in 

the process of revamping his office in order 

to bring our organization financials more in 

line with other non -profit organizations.  

One of the changes being made is that all 

financial reports will now be available on 

our website for public perusal.  Be sure to 

check our website, 

www.goldenwavealumni.org soon to check 

out the new Treasurer section!  

News From You! 

Recently, the Baylor Line  alumni  mag ran a 

piece I submitted about what I've been up 

to.  The last sentence has caused some con-

fusion - which is understandable but it was 

not part of my submission.   Essentially, the 

line was, "I've only been back to campus 

once since graduation, but considering I 

couldn't find a parking spot, I'm not sure 

when I'll be back."   The last line was 

*supposed* to be, "And I was once nomi-

nated for a Grammy, but apparently those 

are as easy to get as the Nobel Peace Prize 

these days..."  

  

Well, the mistake was so funny, I'm not go-

ing to bother asking for a correction.   Many 

of you HAVE seen me on campus since 

graduation, and as proof, voted me as Presi-

dent of the band alumni association in the 

early '90s.  
 

Jonathan E. Smith, 1990 

jecs@hotmail.com  

 

 

My good friend, Sarah Linda Bain, Class of 

õ69, passed away not too long ago.  Sarah, 

on bass clarinet, and I, on percussion, were 

part of the Baylor Band that played at the 

Baptist Youth World Conference in July, 

1968, in Berne, Switzerland.    We played 

concerts in Scotland and had a great time on 

a very low budget in typical Baptist fash-

ion.   I would like to hear from anyone who 

was on that trip, for a little reminiscing and 

updating and/or just to know that you are 

still among us.     

Lin Blansit  

lblansit@1411west.com     

(512) 499-0900 

 

 

mailto:tara.voiles@yahoo.com
mailto:brad_roop@baylor.edu

